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Guest Editorial 


THE RAISON D’ETRE OF THE ARMENIAN 
EVANGELICAL WORLD COUNCIL 


The Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian 


The third meeting of the Armenian 
Evangelical World Council (AEWC), held 
from August 3-6, 1989, in Athens, 
Greece, is now already history. 

As a body, the AEWC is still in its for- 
mative stage. Historically, it was conceiv- 
ed in an all-Armenian Evangelical Con- 
ference, named First World Conference 
of Armenian Evangelicals, held from 
June 25-28, 1978, at Haverford, PA, 
with 126 representatives in attendance. 
It was born on April 29, 1981, in Issy-les- 
Moulineaux (a suburb of Paris), France. 
To unite all our Unions and churches was 
not, of course, a new idea. The Arme- 

nian Evangelical Inter-Union Council, 
formed in 1952, and convened in 1955 
and 1965, was a serious attempt at uni- 
ty, but could not survive “the tests of the 
times.” At any rate, the AEWC became 
a reality in 1981. The Council, in its first 

meeting in Paris from April 29 to May 4 

1981, drew up its Bylaws and Const! 1 

tion and requested its representatives .o 

have their respective Unions ana 

organizations approve them. The civil war 
in Lebanon delayed the approval by the 

Near East Union for six years, but finally 

it became possible for AEWC to meet in 

full capacity in Havertown, PA, from Oc- 
tober 12-14, 1987. Considering this, 
then, the AEWC is still in its infancy. 
AEWC, which was a promise yester- 
day, is a reality today. Sometimes we tend 
to forget just how far it has come in a few 


short years . . . and, of course, how far 
it has still to go! 

People sometimes ask: What is AEWC 

anyway? What has it accomplished so far, 
and what does it hope to accomplish? 
The AEWC may not have justified the ex- 
pectations of some people, but what it 
has rendered within a span of a few years, 
is, indeed, noteworthy. The following are 
but a few of its accomplishments: The 
coordination of the Armenian Evangelical 
relief aid for Armenia and for Lebanon; 
the visitation and moral guidance provid- 
ed by AEWC leadership to small struggl- 
ing churches (such as in Armenia and 
Istanbul, Turkey); the creation of a united 
voice, stance, declaration and efforts on 
behalf of the Armenian Cause;.and the 
demand of Artzakh region’s annexation 
to the Armenian Republic; the establish- 
ment of a $50,000 Endowment Fund; 
the formulation of guidelines (but in a 
booklet) concerning the preparation of 
ministers and religious leaders, the forma- 
tion of the Armenian Evanglical Church 
in 1996; preparation of a list of prospec- 
tive evangelists for vacant pulpits; the 
temporary housing of the Armenian 
Evangelical Archives at the AMAA Head- 
quarters, etc. 

Besides these and other tangible ac- 
complishments, there are other significant 
gains that Council members have ac- 
quired in terms of fellowshipping, pray- 
ing and working together, learning from 
each other, and helping one another. . . 
things of this nature are obviously not visi- 
ble and measurable, yet exceedingly im- 
portant in mutual cooperation and 
spiritual growth. 

Understandably, AEWC does not have 
supernatural power to do things. It does 
not have great financial and human 
resources. It does not hax . magic powers 
to solve all problems, nor does it have the 
pretense of meeting all needs. 

AEWC is not a church; it is only a 
representative body of three Armenian 
Evangelical Unions and two organizations 
(Armenian Evangelical Union of North 
America; Armenian Evangelical Union of 
France; Union of the Armenian 
Evangelical Churches in the Near East; 
Armenian Missionary Association of 


by Vahan M. Tootikian 
America, Inc.; and Stephen Philibosian 
Foundation), bringing Armenian 
Evangelicals together in order to deepe" 
and strengthen our commitment to the 
Kingdom of God, to evaluate, plan an 
act upon ways and means of making oUt 
Armenian Evangelical testimony more & 
fective, to seek the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit for the revitalization and growth © 
the Armenian Evangelical Church, ! 
strengthen our missionary outreach, 47 
to create a united front in essential mat: 
ters of national interests and trag! 
emergencies. 

In the absence of a centralized church 
structure, AEWC endeavors to cement 4 
Armenian Evangelical Unions and org4™ 
izations for the common purpose of sha 
ing in the needs and the deeds of ea° 
others’ lives. It endeavors to become @ 
more effective instrument of mutual 
assistance in serving our Unions, Arm& 
nian people and others, than indepe™ 
dent Unions working in isolation. 

In a body of this nature, composed of 
a select small group of representative® 
there is always a danger of becoming # 
private religious club. Is AEWC a privat? 
religious club, or an Armenia” 
Evangelical organization within th? 
Church of Jesus Christ? How can one t@ 
the difference? 

I wish to state emphatically that AEWC 
is not a private religious club for the ‘elite: 
A private club is held together by the con” 
geniality of its members. AEWC is hel 
together by the commitment of it® 
members to Christ and His Kingdom. A 
private club's power comes from the in- 
tellectual, social and financial resources 
of its members. AEWC’s power comes 
from God. A private club exists to serv@ 
the interests of its members. AEWC, 
however, is determined to bring its in- 
terests and purposes into consonanc? 
with the Spirit of God, to serve the lov- 
ing and redemptive purposes of Christ. 

We hope that through the AEWC, our 
Unions, organizations, and constituency 
will continue to serve the Lord and our 
people in a united and more effective 
way, and will continue their forward 
march with eyes looking upward and 
onward. 
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AMAA’S ARMENIA RELIEF PROJECTS UNDERWAY 


A wind turbine generator. 

Water-pumping windmill. 

A brick-making machine. 

Two mobile clinics for medical 
and psychiatric care. 


The above equipment, properly staff- 
ed, will soon be in operation in Soviet 
Tmenia as part of the continuing 
Armenia Relief Program of the Armenian 
Wey Association of America 
eb These four projects, whose 
aes cost is nearly $800,000, repre- 
Aig € most recent phase of the AMAAS 
elu to help relieve the suffering and 
in A the lives of the earthquake victims 
add Tmenia. The AMAAs earlier efforts 
Mae the immediate needs of the 
Be Pee airlifting of medical equip- 
h and supplies, clothing and blankets. 
Ae AMAAs current projects stress the 
. “SYange economic, physical and 
Piritual well-being of the victims of the 
“arthquake, 
reve AMAAS Board of Directors, after 
3 “wing the report of its delegation to 
viet Armenia, decided at their June 
imprrceting to establish a Task Force to 
i ement projects approved by the 
is we The Chairman of this Task Force 
el eco Hekemian of Tenafly, NJ, 
nen; & members are: Dr. H. Philip Hov- 
h ‘an; The Rev. Moses B. Janbazian; 
tee Rev, Karl Avakian; Mr. Edward Jan- 
BI ie Mr. Aram Minnetian; Mr. George 
libosian; Ms. Elida N. Telfeyan; Mr. 
“told DeMirjian; Mr. Vahe Ashkarian; 
‘e Rev. L. Nishan Bakalian and Ms. 
ichele Simourian. 
© members of the Task Force, at their 
Meeting on June 19, 1989, reviewed 
nae of projects that the Board had 
in Ssed as falling within the scope— 
ancially, practically and spiritually—of 
ema and selected the above- 
impl 'Oned four projects for immediate 
€Mentation, as well as appointed 
enagers to direct the work involved. 
‘nd Turbine Generator—The 
ig of this project is Dr. Kenell 
vie eon of Denver, CO, an engineer and 
is ago on this type of equipment. 
‘as already selected the equipment, 
'S Working on the transportation and 


first 


dire 


_product 


installation of the Wind Turbine to 
generate electricity for one of the 
devastated villages in Armenia. This isa 
pilot project and if it is successful, similar 
units will be considered for other villages. 
Water-pumping Windmill—Dr. 
Touryan is also in charge of this project 
which is closely coordinated with Pro- 
fessor Harutyunyan of the Yerevan State 
University and Professor Yuri Sarkisian of 
the Yerevan Polytechnique Institute. This 
Wind Baron type equipment can pump 
water from depths as low as 600 meters. 
With the Azeris cutting off fuel supply to 
Armenia, these water-pumping wind- 
mills will be extreemly useful for 7: 
villagers in the quake-ravaged ge f 
addition, the Wind Baron windmil weg 
sents proven technology, and is simp i 
manufacture. The AMAA is peng 
with the inventor of the Wind Baron, 3 
Dick Sutz of Cees se on 
conshig A eal in Armenia. 
Compressed Soil Be ee, 
Machine—Mr. George Ate . 
Cambridge, MA, is in charge of t . BS 
‘oct. Mr. Najarian has alle ie i 
. erience in property deyelopmen : 
i truction and is familiar with this typ’ 
ne aang He supervised the ecquiby: 
nae and is currently mete ae 
ements for the transport aa os 
cat of the equipment. te Sie , 
essed ea 
nade oe two-story ea 
ann equipment, which was manu ‘ac 
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not show it 


eks, 


WHERE 1S ARMENIA? 
ears | have wondered w 


of a thousand y 
i Romans, Crusaders, 
and earthquake? . 
efugees from genocide 
htmares to start anew 
es be erased? 


ders of strength and resilience, 


Carmen Hayes Anderson 


tured by the Advanced Earthen 

Technologies, Inc., of San Antonio, Texas, 

was purchased by funds contributed by 

the AMAA and the Eastern Prelacy of the 
Armenian Apostolic Church of America. 
Mobile Clinics for Medical and 
Psychiatric Care—Dr. Ara Manoug- 
ian of Ridgewood, Nd, and Dr. George 
Bezirganian of Middletown, NY, are 
overseeing this project. The mobile units, 
which will be used for both psychiatric 
and medical care, are equipped with X- 
ray, electrocardiogram and fetal monitor 
equipment, as well as laboratory, exam 
and local surgery instrumentation. This 
project calls for a mobile 
medical/psychiatric clinic staffed by an 
Armenian-speaking American 
psychiatrist and medical doctors who will 
spend at least six continuous months on 
duty in Armenia. Dr. George Bezirganian 
and Dr. Armen Geonjian of Los Angeles, 
CA, both psychiatrists with extensive ex- 
perience in psychiatric care to Armenian 
earthquake victims, have undertaken the 
responsibility of recruiting one or more 
qualified psychiatrists. . 

The AMAA Task Force is actively 
reviewing other Board-approved projects 
which include: a Bakery Unit; prefab- 
ricated housing; and construction of a 
School in Stepanavan, the latter being 
managed by Architect Armand Avakian 
of Ridgewood, Nu. These projects in turn 
will be implemented as feasibility is 
established and financing becomes 
available. 


here Armenia is, 


ears of nationhood 


Texas City, TX 


AMAA DONATES TWO MOBILE CLINICS 
CHURCH WORLD SERVICE CONTRIBUTES $355,000 TO 
AMAA’S ARMENIA RELIEF PROGRAM 


The Armenian Missionary Association 
of America (AMAA) of Paramus, Nd, 
recently donated two mobile medical/ 
psychiatric clinics to the people of 
Armenia. 

Manufactured by Lifeline Shelters, Inc., 
of Lancaster, Ohio, the purchase of the 
48-foot, self-contained mobile clinics was 
made possible through the generous con- 
tributions of compassionate individuals, 
churches and organizations throughout 
the United States. In addition to a diesel 
power generator (20 KW), chemical 
lavatory and potable water supply, the 
mobile clinic also features fully equipped 
examiting rooms with health screening 
instruments such as EKG and blood 
chemistry analyzers, as well as 
sophisticated, state of the art scanning 
devices such as x-ray and fetal monitors. 

The first mobile clinic was presented to 

the public on Friday, August 25, 1989, 
at AMAA Headquarters through a special 
service of dedication. Present were Dr. H. 
Philip Hovnanian, AMAA President; Mr. 
Robert Hekemian, Chairman of AMAAs 
Armenia Relief Task Force; Ara 
Manougian, M.D., AMAA Project Direc- 
tor for the mobile clinic; His Grace, Ar- 
chbishop Mesrob Ashjian, Prelate of the 
Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic 
Church of America; The Rev. Dr. G.H. 
Chopourian, AMAA Honorary Executive 
Director; a delegation from Church World 
Service of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.; and a 
number of distinguished guests, AMAA 
Board members and friends. 

During dedication ceremonies, Dr. 
Hovnanian unveiled a plaque to the peo- 
ple of Armenia to be installed in the clinic 
and then introduced Ms. Kenlynn K. 
Schroeder, Director of National Disaster 
Response of Church World Service, 
thanking her on behalf of her organiza- 
tion’s munificent contribution of medical 
supplies for the clinic, and gratefully ac- 
cepted Church World Service's check in 
the amount of $355,000 as part of their 
continuing role in the relief aid programs 
of the AMAA. 

His Grace, Archbishop Mesrob Ashjian 
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made a warm statement to.the gathering 
and offered a prayer of blessing. Mr. 
Hararyan Shaghoyan of Leninakan, 
Armenia, recovering in the United States 
from injuries received during the earth- 
quake, was on hand to tell us through his 
touching poem that “hand in hand, we 
can make miracles come true.’ The Rev. 
Dr. Leon Tavitian, Pastor of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of New York, asked 
everyone to hold hands, farming a circle, 
for a closing prayer. 
The Rev. 

ecutive Direc 


ne: 3 


bazian, Ex- 
AA, who is 


responsible for the implementation of all 
of AMAAs Armenia Relief projects, was 
away on an extended mission field trip in 
the Middle East, however, he sent his 
prayers and best wishes for the success 
of the events of the day. 


The 


second mobile clinic was 
presented to the public on Sunday, 
September 24, at the Headquarters of the 
AMAA. The presentation of the unit was 
highlighted by a dedication service led by 
the Rev. M.B. Janbazian. Other par- 
ticipants in the service included: Dr. H. 
Philip Hovnanian, President of AMAA; 


Mr. Robert Hekemian, Chairman of 
AMAA Armenia Relief Task Force; and 
ae Rev. Karl Avakian, Moderator of 
ae Following the dedication 
an ‘ee ae the mobile clinic was taken 
ie see Marine Terminal in South 
bala x or placement on a Soviet liner 
ie a Leningrad, Soviet Union, 
to th 4 ee units will be received and taken 
of ra ine destination by representatives 

€ Soviet Armenian government. 

tr. Ara Manougian will be the first 
a enian doctor to man the medical 
ea On a rotation basis. Any bilingual 
ae arte doctors/volunteers willing to 
Pro © Armenia to serve in this outreach 
tHe ee May contact Dr. Manougian 
eras the AMAA by calling 

)637-2260 or (201)265-2607. 

Le many of its approved projects for 
ea the AMAA has been able to 
such e the active cooperation of others, 

as, National Council of the Chur- 


UNITED CHURCH OF C 
AND ARMENIAN P 


ae course of its 17th meeting 
as y held in San Antonio, Texas, the 
sates Synod of the United Church of 
iia for the first time in its 32-year 
tia "y, unanimously adopted a Resolu- 
Reese support of Armenians. The 
ume An Appeal for Assistance to 
a ed Armenia? was presented to the 
nian sal Synod, on behalf of the Arme- 
™ artyrs Congregational Church of 
€rtown, PA, by The Rev. Dr. Peter 

_ Shramji, who had previously testified 


In ; 
Ros ommittee on the substance of the 


olution, { 


is he Significance of this action, accor- 
Bae Rev. Doghramiji, is extremely in- 
fe nt Ks Armenians worldwide and has 
Feaching financial implications as well. 
CH churches of the United 
an CN of Christ will now be asked to 
Ae Nea among other causes, Armenia 
ace quake relief both through directed 
& and through the UCC churches’ 
m a Great Hour of Sharing” program. 
ae dition, the General Synod will of- 
oan petition the United States govern- 
es to impress upon the government of 
©viet Union the importance of a just 


Ms. Kenlynn K. Schroeder (2nd from 
National Council of Churches of Christ, 
officers. 

ches of Christ in the U.S.A.; the Arme- 
nian Prelacy; Armenian Relief Society; 
Armenian General Benevolent Union; 
Medical Outreach for Armenians; Arme- 


e Karabagh issue. 


ion to th 
es he Resolution, in its entire- 


The text of t 
llows: 
ty, reads as fo me 
“ : the Armenians 
WE ae in 301 A.D. 


: inning 
stood for Christ beginni oly 
through trials and tribulations; and ; 
“WHEREAS, Armenians in Armenia 
proper have not been able to epee By 
ay ie: a 
heir Christian faith sinc 
page USSR arbitrary constitutional bar 


; q | 

re EHEREAS, religion is making oe 

eback in USSK as 4 result of an oe 

bachev'’s ‘glasnost and ‘perestroika P 

a a It of a devas- 
‘ 5 a resu 

aie the Armenians have 


ing earthqu 

Ge a great tragedy en at 
: 5 

25,000 to 50,000 lives Sah 


an 
have been left homeless 


and reasonable re- 

to have historical 

(Artzakh) annexed 
i blic, has 

Armenian Republic, 

d_ political strife and 50,000 to 

Sey ns have been forced to 


0,000 Armenia 
oaecaaee having to abandon home 


and ; 
“WHEREAS, a just 
Armenia 


uest by 
Karabagh 


Armenian 
to the Soviet 


right) Director of Disaster Response Agency of the 
presents her organization's munificent gift to AMAA 


nian Evangelical churches; and other 
compassionate organizations and _ in- 
dividuals, to all of whom the AMAA 
wishes to express its heartfelt thanks. 


IA RELIEF 
IST SUPPORTS ARMEN 
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and assets to escape threats of all kinds; 


and 7 
“WHEREAS, charitable and political 


assistance at this juncture of Armenian life 
in the homeland is a crucial one for 
human kindness and _ religious 
possibilities; and 
“WHEREAS, while a great outpouring 
of help and sympathy by a large number 
of nations in goods and services has been 
overwhelming, there remains a great 
responsibility and challenge upon the 
Christian Church for generous response; 
“THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the 
Seventeenth General Synod of the 
United Church of Christ, calls upon all of 
its churches for enhanced support of the 
Armenian victims of the earthquake 
through directed gifts and One Great 
Hour of Sharing; and 
“BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
the Seventeenth General Synod of the 
United Church of Christ urge the Presi- 
dent of the United States, the State 
Department and Congress to use their in- 
fluence upon the USSR to transfer 
historic Armenian Karabagh (Artzakh) to 


Armenia” 


AMAA GRANTS $151,000 IN SCHOLARSHIP 
AWARDS FOR THE 1989-1990 ACADEMIC YEAR 


The Armenian Missionary Association 
of America (AMAA) granted a total of 
$151,000 in scholarship aid to Armenian 
college and university students for the 
1989-90 academic year. As in previous 
years, AMAAs scholarship allocations 
were determined by the Scholarship 
Committee of the Association, whose 
chairman is Robert Hekemian of Tenaf- 
ly, NJ. The 20-member Scholarship 
Committee met in groups of 4 to 6 and 
reviewed the applications in the course 
of eight sessions. Determination of 
awards was based on an applicant's 
financial need, academic standing, future 
leadership potential and good character 
references, 


The trust funds whose designated in- 
comes provide the major portion of the 
grants and loans of AMAA Scholarship 
Program are the Hekemian Family En- 
dowment Trust, The Stephen Philibosian 
Endowment Fund and the Hovnan & 
Edward Tashian Endowment Fund. The 
rest of the monies come from the 
designated income of the endowment 
funds of the following AMAA supporters: 

John Abajian, Nerses Aynilian Family, 
Vahan Azadian, Richard Babikian, A. & 
V. Badeer, Rev. G. & Y. Chopourian, 
H.T. Churukian, Arthur Dadian, Dr. H. 
Darpinian & B. Timourian, Hagop & 
Esther Dohanian Family, Armine 
Ejdaharian/Bilezikjian, Dr. Mequerditch 
& Elise Ejdaharian, Rev. S. & G. 
Emurian, L. & M. Giridlian, Anne 
Halford, Angele Bedrossian Hancock, 

Dr. M.B. Hovenanian, Paul & Arousiag 

Iskiyan, Martha D. Jedidian, P. & E. Jer- 

jisian, Karekin Kaboulian, John G. 

Kazanjian, A. & P. Kezlarian, Rev. DY. 

Koundakjian & H. & S. Berejikian, Y. & 

V. Lovonian, Prof. Loutfi Levonian, 

Samuel Magzanian, R. & O. Makanian, 

Edward & Helen Mardigian, Dr. James 

Mouradian, M. H. Muradian, Raymond 

& Marie Nahigian, Altoon & Sara 

Saprichian, Dicran & Flora Sarkissian, 

Krikor & Anna Sermabeikian, B. 

Sherene, E. & N. Tellalian, Telfeyan 

Evangelical, Dr. & Mrs. J. Tezel, Rev. Ed- 

ward S. Tovmassian. 

According to the report of Mrs. Rosy 


Maranjian, Manager of AMAAss Scholar- 
ship Programs, this year 151 applicants 
had filled out their forms correctly and 
had provided the required supporting 
documents, thereby qualifying for con: 
sideration by the Scholarship Committee. 
Of these, 122 students received a tota! of 
$151,000 in grants and/or interest-free 
loans ranging from 500 to $3000. Most 
of the recipients are studenis in the 
United States, but a few are enrolled in 
universities and colleges in Canada and 
overseas. 


Speaking about the AMAAs Scholar- 
ship Program, Mr. Hekemian, a Board: 
member and longtime benefactor of the 
AMAA, stated, “It is most satisfying to be 
involved in a program which helps with 
the higher education of needy yet deser- 


ving students. We feel our time, efforts 


Mr. Robert Hekemian, Chairman of AMAAS 
Scholarship Committee. 


Is 


Fresno area Scholarship recipients with Rev. Bernard Guekguezian, following a special reception 


held at the First Armenian Presbyterian Church. 


and financial resources have not been 
wasted when we can be of some 
assistance to so many needy students 
with such excellent academic records.’ 
The AMAA has always placed special 
emphasis on education, believing it 
renders a vital service to Armenian youth, 
helping them to develop their God-given 
potentials and to prepare for constructive 
roles in their communities. Accordingly, 
each year the AMAA allocates about for- 
ty percent (40%) of its annual budget of 
2.2 million dollars to schools, colleges 
and educational projects, which include 
the Haigazian College in Beirut, 


Lebanon; 14 schools in the Middle East; 
the Merdinian Armenian Evangelical 
School in Sherman Oaks, CA, and the 
Sahag-Mesrob Armenian Christian 


School in Pasadena, CA. Through these ° 


and other educational endeavours, 
Armenian Evangelicals, who constitute 
only four percent (4%) of all Armenians, 
support the education of more than thir- 
ty percent (30%) of the Armenian stu- 
dent population of the Armenian dias- 
pora—a remarkable service to our peo- 
ple that has rarely been acknowledged or 
received the proper public recognition it 
so meritoriously-deserves. 


AMAA-SUPPORTED SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE 
HELPS RELIEVE SUFFERING IN BEIRUT 


i" eee to the emergency situation 
Acqatenei the Armenian Missionary 
amibocleae of America (AMAA) has 
soi ee $200,000 in relief funds te 
‘eral © food and other basic humani- 
fee assistance to Armenians struggling 
Survival in that unfortunate country. 
Pee aoe intensity of the renewed 
aif fue that has convulsed Beirut since 
ae i, con has left many thousands of 
desp neh s in a state of privation and 
ple a Business is at a standstill. Peo- 
sh {ie still living and sleeping in airless 
eee Pipecacice: the sick, the old. In 
di shelters 200-500 people are hud- 
ed together, 
sth ent report from Rev. Robert J. 
Sup Sian, Chairman of the AMAA- 
' ac Social Action Committee of 
Gare sae of the Armenian Evangelical 
cheer es in the Near East (UAECNE) 
po i the plight of the Armenian 
t Pulation in the beleaguered areas of 
© city and outlines the measures taken 
Y the Committee to help relieve the 
Suffering: 
ae have gone through a very 
Serous and difficult situation since the 


middle of March. Two months of night- 
marish shelling all over the city, especially 
on Christian areas, have left us all in a 
desperate situation. 

“In spite of a ‘cease-fire’ (that is now 
supposedly in effect), the coastal area bet- 
ween the ports of Beirut and Jabeil is 
under constant daily shelling. 

“The situation remains explosive. The 
blockade of the Christian areas has 
plunged the population into unemploy- 
ment and poverty. 

“We can accommodate ourselves to 
the lack of electricity, fuel and gas, but the 
shortage of food supplies and, conse- 
quently, the explosion of prices are 
unbearable burdens for an ordinary 
worker and his family. 

“Thanks to the relief supplied by the 
AMAA, the Social Action Committee is 
now helping 300 families, issuing AMAA 
Food Coupons regularly and distributing 
food parcels. The parcels distributed this 
month consisted of: one gallon cooking 
oil: one kg. of butter; 2.5 kgs. ol 
milk; two cans of luncheon 


d 
powders d five kgs. of 


meat; five kgs. of sugar; an 


rice. 


“Our next distribution of food parcels 
will consist of; 2.5 kgs. of powdered milk; 
five kgs. of detergent; two kgs. of cheese; 
one kg. of luncheon ineat; one kg. of 
homus-tahine; and two kgs. of oatmeal. 

“These food parcels cost about US. 
$25 each. This kind of direct help is great- 
ly appreciated by the beneficiaries and by 
our pastors and social workers who carry 
out the distribution. 

“We are sure that God will answer our 
fervent prayers and will grant us protec- 
tion and peace.” 

The Social Action Committee of the 
UAECNE is one of the active relief ser- 
vices in Beirut funded by the AMAA. The 
Commitiee’s work, financed through the 
gifts of members and friends of the 
AMAA, is a vital conribution to the sur- 


vival of the Armenian community in 


Lebanon. | 
Those who wish to share in the 
AMAAs ongoing vital relief_work in 
Lebanon may send their gifts to: 
Armenian Missionary Association 
of America, Inc., 140 Forest 


Avenue, Paramus, NJ 07652 


ims: - | 


CAL WORLD COUNCIL 
ATHENS 


ARMENIAN EVANGELI 
CONVENES IN 


c The Armenian Evangelical World 
©uncil (AEWC), the representative 
ed of Armenian Evangelicals 
egos the world, held its third inter- 
A onal meeting in Athens, Greece, on 
Ugust 3-6, 1989. The following were 
secaates representing their respective ec- 
€siastical Unions and organizations: The 
ev. Karl Vartan Avakian and The Rev. 
t. Vahan H. Tootikian of the Armenian 
vangelical Union of North America; The 
uw Jean-Daniel Sahagian (since 
€ceased) and The Rev. Jean Agopian 
a the Armenian Evangelical Union of 
Tance; The Rev. Soghomon Kilaghbian 
of the Union of the Armenian Evangelical 
urches in the Near East; The Rev. Dr. 
Fat Chopourian, The Rev. M.B. Janba- 
an (Ex-Officio) and Mr. Nazar Y. 


ce 
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Daghli of the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America; and Mrs. Joseph 
H. Stein, Jr., of the Stephen Philibosian 
Foundation. Among the guests 
(observers) present were: Dr. H. Philip 
Hovnanian; The Rev. Mher Khatchigian: 
Mr. Joseph H. Stein, Jr: Mrs. Louisa 
Janbazian and Mrs. Nvair Agopian. 

The Council discussed matters of com- 
mon interest and agreed on the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

1. To coordinate the Armenian Evan- 

Gelical relief aid for Armenia in the wake 
of the December 7, 1988, devastating 
earthquake. The Council commended 
the generous participation of its consti- 
tuent organizations and memberships in 
their fund-raising campaigns and their 
relief efforts made to date. In view of the 
magnitude of the disaster and the 
tremendous existing need, it was resolv- 
ed that the fund-raising campaign and 
relief efforts should continue. 
2. To assist the Armenian population 
In war-torm@izebanon. The Council com- 
mended the spiritual and lay leaders for 
their courage and loyalty, and resolved 
to help the churches, organizations and 
people there, both spiritually and finan- 
cially, particularly those families who are 
in dire need. 

3. To concern itself with the welfare of 
those churches that are loosely affiliated 
with or outside the sphere of an organiz- 
ed church union, particularly the Arme- 
nian Evangelical churches and fellowships 
in Armenia and others within the boun- 
daries of the Soviet Union. 

4. The Council ratified the executive 
councils resolution concerning the 
historical Armenian Artzakh region's an- 
nexation to the Soviet Armenian 
Republic. The resolution supports the 
peaceful struggle of Armenians in the 

fatherland and diaspora, calling upon the 
Soviet Union to reconsider and revise its 
resolutions to correct the historic injustice 
imposed on Soviet Armenia. 

5. To celebrate the 150th anniversary 
of the foundation of the Armenian 
Evangelical church in 1996 by declaring 
it a year of celebration as well as a year 
of spiritual revival. To this end, a five. 
member committee was appointed. 
under the leadership of Mr. Nazar Y. 
Daghlian. 


6. To authorize the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America to tem- 


Armenian Evangelical World Council (AEWC) members worshipping with the congregation 
of the Armenian Evangelical Church of Kokkinia, Greece. 


porarily house the Armenian Evangelical 
archives, until a permanent arrangement 
is made. 

7. To accept the guidelines proposed 
in a booklet prepared by The Rev. Dr. 
G.H. Chopourian and Mr. Nazar Y. 
Daghlian, Called to Christian Ministry, 
concerning the preparation of ministers 
and religious leaders. It was further 
resolved that these guidelines be sent with 
a strong recommendation to all the 
respective church unions for their serious 
consideration and adoption. 

8. A lengthy objective evaluation of the 
AEWC, its work and future course was 
conducted. A number of proposals and 
recommendations were made, which will 
be studied and formulated for future 
study by the Executive Committee. 

The Third Meeting of the AEWC also 
held elections, the results of which are as 
follows: 

President: The Rev. Dr. Vahan H. 
Tootikian; Vice-President: The Rev. Jean- 
Daniel Sahagian; Secretary: The Rev. 
Soghomon Kilaghbian; Treasurer: Mr. 
George Philibosian; Member of Cabinet: 
The Rev. Moses Janbazian; Members of 
the Council: The Rev. Jean Agopian, 
Mrs. Joseph H. Stein, Jrs., The Rev. Karl 
V. Avakian, Dr. H. Philip Hovnanian, and 
The Rev. Mardich Karaguezian. 

One week after the elections, on his 
return home, Vice-President Rev. Jean- 
Daniel Sahagian became a victim of a 
tragic and fatal accident. His funeral ser- 
vices were held on August 17 in his 


church, the Armenian Evangelical 
Church of Beaumont, Marseille, Franc? 
Subsequently, the Council, appointed the 
Rev. Jean Agopian as Vice-President. 
The climax of the Third Meeting of the 
Council came with the joyous celebra 
tions and worship services held co™ 
secutively in the two Armenia? 
Evangelical churches of Athens (Kokkinia 
and Derghouty). The services wel? 
followed by a dinner, during which the 
newly elected president, The Rev. Dr. 
Vahan H. Tootikian, expressed thanks to 
the Armenian Evangelical churches ° 
Athens, their ministers, The Rev. Mhet 
Vartan Khatchigian, as well as Dr. Hovig 
Demirjian, for their hospitality. 


REV. JEAN DANIEL SAHAGIAN 

It is with profound sorrow that we an- 
nounce the untimely death of the Rev: 
Jean Daniel Sahagian of Marseille, 
France on August 13, 1989. Rev: 
Sahagian was the Moderator of the 
Armenian Evangelical Union of France 
(AEUF), the immediate past President of 
the Armenian Evangelical World Coun- 
cil and the Pastor of the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Beaumont, 
France. 

The Board of Directors, the entire 
membership and the office staff of 
AMAA, join in extending sincere sym- 
pathies to Rev. Jean Daniel Sahagian’s 
widow, sister Marguerite and her children 
as well as to the AEUF and the Arme- 
nian Evangelical Church of Beaumont. 


AEWC’S FUND APPEAL RECEIVES 


The “readership” of the AMAA NEWS 
ey temember receiving an appeal letter 
eure the Armenian Evangelical World 
en (AEWC). The appeal was sent 
t with’a request for financial support 
© establish a non-expendable Endow- 
Ment Fund in the minimum amount of 
$50,000. The Treasurer reported at the 
heen meeting in Athens in early 
ae that the appeal had brought suc- 
en! results, achieving close to eighty- 

Persent (86%) of the projected goal. 
bs he proposed one-time donation of 
ne thousand dollars ($1,000) to qualify 
°r Chapter Membership (CM) was em- 
Hei by twenty-eight persons, one of 
oe was a Church Union. One dona- 
a was for $5,000; two for $3,000 each; 
One for $2,000, for a total of 
be 00. Donations not qualified for CM 
unted to $5,347, raising the total of 
ou cnations to $42,347. We are about 
mitten percent (14%) short of the 
imum goal. 
mm Only the annual income of the Endow- 
see Fund may be used for the expenses 
ime Projects of the Council. Further, the 
% fect of the Fund will be delegated 
e Finance Committee of the AMAA. 
6 elow, because we committed 
oe to do so, are the names of the 


Mr. and Mrs. George Philibosian 
Mrs. Marie Nahigian 
rt. and Mrs. Arpiar Gopoian 
Armenian Evangelical Union of France 
Stephen Philibosian Foundation 
artin E. Hatch Trust 
Mrs. Arsen (Anne) Georgizian 
r. and Mrs. Nerses Aynilian 
Dr. and Mrs. George Bezirganian 
Mr. and Mrs. Armen Dohanian 
Dr. Martha Ensher 
Dr. George Ajemian 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold DeMirjian 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Goorabian 
Dr. and Mrs. Puzant Krikorian 
Mr. Mardie Juskalian 
Miss Nevart Dohanian 
Mr. and Mrs. M.E. Mooradian 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald S. Michaelian 
Mr. and Mrs. Suren D. Fesjian 
Dr. and Mrs. Stephen S. Boyajian 


SATISFACTORY 


Dr. Stepan Gulesserian 

Mr. and Mrs. Augustine Badeer (pledge) 
Dr. and Mrs. G.H. Chopourian (pledge) 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Janjigian (pledge) 
Mr. and Mrs. George Kay 

Mr. and Mrs. Krikor Hakimian 

Mr. Harry Balukjian 
Armenian Missionary 


America. 

Total number of Non-Charter Member 
donors was 78; total of contributions was 
$5,347; and contributions ranged from 
$2 to $500. Grand total: 106 par- 
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ticipating; $42,347. 

Rev. G.H. Chopourian, Mr. Nazar Y. 
Daghlian and Mr. George Philibosian, 
members of the Finance Committee, are 


deeply grateful for the generous response 


of the faithful and plead with those who 
have so far not participated to help us 
achieve our goal of fifty thousand dollars. 
Only eight more CMs will put us over the 


top. . 
(Rev.) G.H. Chopourian 


from letters and 


phic earthquake is great 
fort is greater and more 


is to make the 
i t 
and unprecedented interes 
the written Word of God. 
gospel of Jesus Christ. There 
er to have their own Bible. 


its ‘Bibles for Armenia’ 
d for its Bi niet 


as well as 


with $2,000,000 rehabilitation 


nia for distribution to our 
5,000 Bibles in May, the 
elical Union of France and 


ake the comforting and reviving 
“Myre Hairenik-” 


s for Armenia. 


Pip kts le 


ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 


MRS. SERPOUHI JAMGOTCHIAN 

On August 12, 1989, a festive gather- 
ing at the home of her daughter, Mrs. 
Haigouhi Iskikian, marked the 90th birth- 
day celebration of Mrs. Serpouhi Jam- 
gotchian. Some sixty relatives and friends 
enjoyed a very warm and pleasant 
gathering. Highlighting the festivities was 
an announcement by Mrs. Haigouhi 
Iskikian that she, together with her hus- 
band, Joseph, and children, Rhoda and 
John and their respective spouses, had 
established an Endowment Fund with the 
Armenian Missionary Association of 
America. 

Mrs. Serpouhi Jamgotchian was born 
in Adana, Turkey, in 1899. She belonged 
to the Ohanian family. At age seven she 
lost her mother, and in the 1909 Adana 
massacres she lost her father. Then at age 
ten and an orphan her relatives took care 
of her for some time. In 1915, she was 
taken t@Mersine, and in 1920 to Cyprus. 

In 1923, while in Cyprus as an orphan, 
she was married and had a happy fami- 
ly. Her years in Cyprus were very fruitful 
as she experienced a deep Christian 
rebirth and was a loyal follower of the 
Lord she had committed herself to. A few 
years later, in 1930, her family moved to 
Beirut, Lebanon. In 1931, they moved to. 
Aleppo, Syria, to look for better living 
conditions. There, in September 1932, 
she lost her husband. Thereafter, Mrs. 
Jamgotchian took her three girls and 
returned to Beirut. Now she was facing 
a new hardship, as she alone had to care 
for her three daughters. 

With her deep Christian life and devo- 
tion, coupled with her wisdom and strong 
faith in God, she bravely managed to 
bring up these children to the best of her 
ability. 


A. S. Badeer 


SETRAK AND MARITZA 
BEZIRGANIAN 

There was a surprise in store for two 
of the most senior members of the 
Calvary Armenian Congregational 
Church in San Francisco last March 12. 
The children and grandchildren of Mr. 
and Mrs. Setrak and Maritza Bezirganian 
planned a surprise reception, following 
the worship service, in honor of their 


Mrs. Serpouhi Jamgotchian on her 90th birthday. Mr. and Mrs. Setrak Bezirganian with their 
children (left to right) Arax, Mouses, Siran and Maida. 

parents’ 65th wedding anniversary. Pre- 
sent were children Movses, Siran Jizme- 
jian of Toronto, Mayda Chenorhokian of 
Paris, and Arax Kizirian. This was the first 
time the family had been together in 20 
years, when they all lived in Beirut. Well 


wishes werelreceived from theirslilnaraaas 
children and 14 great-grandchildren: 
Son-in-law Rev. A. Jizmejian compo? 
a poem, which was read at the family din- 
ner following the reception, marking this 
significant milestone. 


WORDS OF PRAISE AND THANKS 
BY REV. CHOPOURIAN 


Dear Friends: 


First of all, | seek your pardon for the impersonal nature of this statement 
and the delay in responding to your kindnesses. I am sure you will unders- 
tand. | am also much obliged to the Editor of the AMAA NEWS for allowing 
the inclusion of this expression of thanks, for otherwise ] would have needed 
secretarial help. 

Second, | would like to say that Mrs. Chopourian, my good nurse, joins me 
in extending our deep gratitude to you for your expression of best wishes for 
quick recovery from my bypass surgery of March 10, 1989. It has been four 
months now and I have achieved ninety percent normalcy. Prayers worldwide, 
joined by you, were a source of encouragement, speeding recovery. We praise 
God for his providential and merciful care. 

Fortunately, my surgery was not due to an emergency. When chest pain was 
felt at a swimming session, concurring doctors’ opinion was to undergo cathariza- 
tion. It was discovered that four or five arteries were blocked and a decision 
had to be made to either continue a medical management plan with annually 
increased risks of a heart attack or take the one-time risk of bypass surgery. 
I opted for surgery, painful as that decision was. Under the expert and steady 
hands of Dr. Harout Mekhjian of St. Joseph’s Hospital in Paterson, New Jersey, 
the risk was eliminated. 

Il am grateful to you for your friendship as expressed by your communica- 
tion, to Dr. Mekhjian, a friend and an AMAA supporter, for his special sen- 
sitivities to my needs, to all who were so supportive of me in dozens of ways 
and to Yeprouhie, my children who traveled 230 miles daily to the Hospital, 


and to their families. 
G. H. Chopourian 


duly 10, 1989 Havertown, PA 
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OBITUARIES 


LIFE OF ESTHER BALUKJIAN 


a: Esther Balukjian, was born in Tokat 
Loins on May 11, 1904. I was the 7th of 8 
ae a at boys and 4 girls. My fathers name 
cae me my mother’s name Nartouhi 
an) Yazedjian. Two of 
ph : my brothers 
wih 2 infancy. My parents were of the Arme- 
ie Postolic Christian faith. A distant relative 
wee who had been educated in the 
= tates, returned to Tokat as a mis 
it ia Through him my parents became 
ie: again Christians. My mother’s mothe 
: r 
oon ey mother’s aunts and my father’s sisters 
a came born-again. So I was born into 
ts i home. Our denomintion was 
ie as 2 Christ. Everyone that was con 
ed and believed in Je i ; 
sus Christ as Lo 
i rn was baptized. Although we fle 
N ridiculed by our fri i 
ee Y Our friends and relatives, we 
. We ped) a Christ-centered home and I 
ene ie it as a happy home. We were 
i gl people and were very content 
ad a nice two-story home wi 
with a bi 
Re the back. In Turkey, homes ‘a 
ia Private. Once you shut the front door 
unl could see you from the street. My 
i er had a wholesale grocery store ek 
4 operated mostly by himself. Over there the 
; Wes never worked with their husbands Their 
oa was to take care of the children and to 
Ee ost ae My mother came from a 
hiss y oni Her father and father’s brother 
ere merchants. One of m 
y uncles was Mi 
who graduated from the American avert 
ty of Beirut as a doctor from the Sch | 
Medicine” seb 
The above is an extract fro 
y m a memoij 
Esther Balukjian. The following is aah 
her son, Harry Balukjian: ‘ 
I understand that Minas was killed by the 
Turks while serving as a medical doctor in the 
Turkish army in World War I. As an 11-year- 
old girl in 1915, Esther went through the 


Turkish massacres. She remembered he 

father and brother waving goodbye as thes 
were lead away by soldiers along with etter 
Armenian men and never seen again— 
probably killed shortly after. A few days later 
the remaining Armenian women and children 
were told to go to the next village. This turn- 
ed out to be a forced march towards the Syrian 
desert hundreds of miles away. No food or 
water ws supplied and Esther remembered 
aang Grass and scooping up dirty water to 
drink. During the course of this march she was 
the only survivor in her family. At a town neat 
the desert, a Moslem doctor took her out of 
the remaining stream of survivors. She was 
naked and had burns from the sun and her 
feet and legs were bruised and in need of 
medical attention. She worked as a servant 
for four years until the age of 15. These were 
difficult, lonely years of heartbreak, but her 
faith sustained her. When she heard that there 
were plans to marry her off to a Moslem she 
asked to be allowed to go to an orphanage 
she had heard about for Armenians located 
in Aleppo, Syria. There an uncle who had 
been going around to look for survivors found 
her. Upon returning back to her home in Tokat 
she found that her married sister's family had 
survived. After a few years, it was evident that 
it was still not safe, as more Armenians were 
being killed. Adopting Moslem clothing, they 
escaped early one morning by a hired coach 
for Samson, then took a boat to Istanbul. 
Relatives advised moving to Buenos Aires, 
Argentina for a chance to make a living. Even 
there, with every one working hard for long 
hours, they were barely able to get by. 

In Buenos Aires Esther met Pusant, her 
future husband. He had left Kayseri, Turkey, 
for Argentina, and then had emigrated to the 
Unites States. Pusant was back visiting, 
relatives. He and Esther met and were mar- 
ried within a month, after which they moved 
to Philadelphia. 

As a 21-year-old bride, Esther thought that 
God had intervened to perform a miracle in 
bringing her out of Turkey to a happy mar- 
riage and home in America. Pusant and 
Esther were active members of the Armenian 
Martyrs Congregational Church. They had 
three children—Harry, Robert and Marion. It 
kept her very busy to raise three children, keep 
house, cook and help in alterations in Pusant’s 
tailor shop, Esther was an excellant cook and 
often guests were invited to meals on Sun- 
days. Later, as the children grew older, she 
was active in the Ladies Aid Society of the 
church and served as president of the group 

several time. She was saddened by the sud- 
den death of her daughter, Marion, 6 years 
ago. However, her grandchildren were a joy 
to her. Also, she always looked forward to see- 
ing her two great-grandchildren. Esther was 
happy that a grandson, Daniel, had completed 


his studies at Dallas Theological Seminary and 
was accepted at a church in Colorado Springs 
Colorado. A week before her death, over the 
Memorial Day weekend, Esther enjoyed get- 
ting away from her apartment for the first tim? 
since her congestive heart failure. This was! 
attend the Keswick Bible conference i 
Whiting, New Jersey. She was looking forward 
to other such outings, but the Lord had other 
plans for her in calling her home on June 3, 
1989. 


ELISE Y. KUTCHUKIAN 


Elise Y. Kutchukian of Loudonville, NY, 


went home to be with the Lord on June 2% 
1989, after a sudden heart attack. She W2° 
the beloved and devoted wife of Yervant 
Kutchukian and mother of Armenak 2? 
Sylvia of Loudonville, and Samuel of Elmil@ 
NY. A brother, Puzant Melkonian of Montre@: 
Canada, five grandchildren and two grea 
grandchildren also survive her. Mrs. Kut 
chukian will be best remembered for he 
wholehearted love and devotion to her fam 
ly, a love that was equally shared and cherish 
ed by all her children and appreciated by the 
many others who were touched by the purity 
of her kind heart—the fruit of her salvatio? 
in Christ. 

Born in Tarsus, Turkey, in 1906, Elise was 
the daughter of the late Rev. Dr. Samu? 
Melkonian and Serpouhi Toumayan Melko- 
nian. She was educated at the American Girls 
College in Smyrna, Turkey, and moved 10 
Alexandria, Egypt, in 1922, at the initiatio™ 
of her father, who was responsible for organizZ: 
ing the first exodus of Armenian Evangelicals 
from Tarsus. In Alexandria, he established the 
first Evangelical church with the financial sup- 
port of Elise’s father-in-law, Armenak Kut- 
chukian, and where he faithfully served for 25 
years following his education at Princeton 
Seminary. 

Upon the early death of her mother, Mrs. 
Kutchukian was faced with shouldering the 
responsibilities of a large family and assisting 


mest in the Armenian community, an ex- 
sl Ae prepared her for a lifetime of 
closet lving, giving and help to others, 
oat e to her Christian commitment. In 
Promi e married Yervant A. Kutchukian, a 
Tec businessman and leader in the 
Theme community in Alexandria, and with 
ce e served in meeting the varied needs 
re She chaired the Ladies’ Com- 
nies noi in Alexandria and, later, Beirut, 
lume e emigrated with her family in 1956. 
non age coworker in the womens’ 
o ie eee had this to say, “The news 
at ee utchukian’s passing on brought to 
net a ey creative woman she was when 
eee uit in 1956. She was Program 
ae ie Womens’ Guild of the Arme- 
Tee ngelical Church. Under her guidance 
ind ee in plays and musicals. In keep* 
ed Fre e pursutt for excellence, she organiz- 
Gees cooking classes, Haute Couture 
wee and flower arrangement classes. She 
ae ha involve as many persons as possible, 
sou aC out each one’ talents. No problem 
ne i insurmountable. In her gentle man- 
" nd wisdom, she would find a solution. 
: Were fortunate to be neighbors. Their 
Me was always full of relatives and friends. 
ees like a mother to many—we will miss 
i 1961, by invitation of the Armenian 
ahs ary Congregational Church in Troy, NY, 
Gage to Troy to teach Armenian-speaking 
aie classes while being invited to lecture in 
the aacmepian churches. Jack Mikhitarian of 
‘4 roy church remembers her as, “a low- 
sea personality with wisdom in her words, 
nn the will of God her way of expressing her 
es in God, always with an aura of peace and 
Aeecnument in her regular scheduled Bible 
Sses. We have been most fortunate to have 
are a small part of her life on this earth” A 
Cere sentiment shared by all who knew her 
Well, and by none other than Rev. Karl V. 
deen one of her “sons” from Egypt, who 
iciated the Memorial Service held on June 
7, 1989, at the United Armenian Calvary 
hurch in Troy. In his words: “Mrs. Kut- 
chukian, whom I knew since the day of my 
birth, always loving, gentle, helpful and witty, 
Was a woman of strong character. Having ex- 
pauenced the loss of several members of her 
amily and encountered many difficult 
egedies, somehow kept the faith and lived 
© contentedly—the result of true character. 
Would like to believe that when the Book of 
ife is opened, Elise Kutchukian will read the 
ee ‘Well done, thou good and faithful ser- 
int?” 


VARTOOHE DOUZJIAN ATAMIAN 
Varttoohe Douzjian Atamian was the first- 
©m child of Elsie Fanarjian and Mgrdich 
©ugjian. She was brought into the world by 


Dr. Jacob Hekimian in her parents’ home in 
Union City, NJ. Her maternal forefathers were 
founders of the Holy Cross Armenian 
Apostolic Church, where she was married in 
1947 to Antranig Atamian, son of Yughaper 
Chortanian and Charles Atamian. Shewas a~ 
graduate of Emerson High School. She work- 
ed as an instructor at the Kree Institute for 
many years. After the birth of her two children, 
Karen and Daniel, she worked out of her 
home and became a fulltime working woman 
and an overtime mother, predating the 
“Woman of the Eighties” by thirty years! She 
was a selfless and loving mother, devoted to 


‘her children. 


Vartoohe had a very delicate and compas- 
sionate heart. She felt very deeply, sometimes 
painfully, for any hurting creature that had the 
“breath of life” in it. She loved nature and the 
creations of God. She was a sports lover, hav- 
ing been a horsewoman, as well as an ex- 
cellent swimmer, in her youth. 

Vartoohe’ nature was that of a giver. When- 
ever any member of her family or a friends 


friends and fellow classmates. Over 800 
mourners filled the Pilgrim Armenian Con- 
gregational Church on Monday, February 6, 
1989, to attend funeral services for David, of- 
ficiated by The Rev. Roger Minassian. Par- 
ticipants in the service included a number of 
clergymen representing Armenian Evangelical 


kind of man you would want your son to be.” 

David was interested in music, art and body- 
building. He had been playing the drums for 
over five years. He enjoyed jam sessions and 
recording tracks with his brother, Rod, and 
friends. David also spent a good deal of his 
time drawing comic characters and architec- 


tural structures. He explored graphic design- 
ertisements and T-shirts. Dur- 


was ill, or was in need, she would sacrifice ing through adv 
everything, showing her love and care intangi- _ ing the past two years, David derived a source 
ble ways. of internal and external strength from lifting 
She was a lover of music and the ballet. She _ weights. David put forth a tremendous effort 
towards bodybuilding. He spent countless 


equally enjoyed and appreciated ethnic Arme- 
nian or pop music or opera, and was a sen- 
sitive and passionate listener. 

After her husband's untimely death at the 
age of 57, Vartoohe worked as a receptionist 
until the time of her own illness. Vartoohe fac- 
ed her illness with courage and a 


quiet con- 

fidence. After the great suffering of a ravag- 

ing disease, she made her transition from this 
life to Life Eternal on Saturday, May 27. 

One of Vartouhe’s caring friends remem- 

bered her with the following words of 

eee ‘ianeohe you left this earthly world, 


but left so much with us of the true meaning 
of friendship. You shared with e 

wholeheartedly the a laughter an 
derstanding you had for us. i 
ae aes trials are many, and we are aa ceil 

ly, preparing us for our Creator's plan an oa 
e. Dear Vartoohe, we wish you eternal joy 
in all the joys and lov- 


ice i 


pos 
d. You always did your 


and peace, and rejo 
ing memories 
best for us, am 


hours in and out of the gym with his cousin, 
Matt, to achieve his goal. 
David was very active in church life. At 
Pilgrim Armenian Congregational Church, he 
served as an acolyte and stolebearer for 
several years and participated in the PACC 
youth group. He also enjoyed attending 
ACYOP functions and Diocesan summer 
camp with his cousins, Micah and Matt. 
David is survived by his parents Seth and 
Beverly; brothers Rod and Steven; grand- 
mother Rose Antranikian; uncles and aunts 
Howard and Rosie Atamian, Stan and Irene 
Antranikian; Allan and Rosemary Jendian; 
Harry and Mariam Eritzian; Harold and 
Dianne Antranikian; and numerous other 


relatives. 


. a 


The AMAA Board of Directors ex- 
tend their heartfelt condolences to 
the families of the deceased through 
the medium of the AMAA NEWS. 


Poladian, Dorothy 


‘ to t 4 
aha z el bead of friendship we hold Miami, FL January 17, 1989 
so dear in our hearts. You id get *Gagos, Alice 
ly our human needs on so many di aaa Torrance, CA March 3, 1989 
casions and showed the gifts of your hu *Loutigian, Mary ; 
and the grace of your skills: Bronx, NY April 19, 1989 
Kuljian, Nouritza 
DAVID gare 4 by Allan Y. Jenjian Hamden, CT May 30, 1989 
David Avedis Atamian’s tragic and sudden a ie al pees 
oom egos mena) on | 
Ed Fobrudis 3, 1989, deeply grieved his : 
peee te fartily..@ host of relatives an Memorials were designated for AMAA, 
immedia 2 arose | ! Zz 
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AN URGENT APPEAL 


SHARE YOUR LOVE WITH A NEEDY a mere $75 will ensure the education of an elementary — 
CHILD: SPONSOR ANARMENIAN CHILD =— “©?! “hild for one year. 


pa = As a sponsor, you will receive the photo of your childs , 
The economic crisis in Lebanon is getting worse, pushing pertinent information on him/her; and a person 

an ever increasing number of families below poverty line. Thank you" note from him/her. , 
Widespread unemployment, spiraling inflation and Fi 
rocketting cost of living have left thousands of already nee aoe fill in the sponsorship form below anf” 
war-weary people on the edge of survival. yor 


Our people are caught in the crunch, too. 
Many Armenian families have become im- 


poverished, and depend on outside help for pepe aay mirc pean Re atl 
their basic survival needs. est Avenue, Paramus, New 
Children are suffering the most. After living with fear, Gentlemen 
Uftcertainty and hunger for the past several years, they ‘ ; 
are now facing a lifetime of hunger. . . Their parents are Yes, | want to share my love with a needy child. | wish to 
simply unable to provide for their education. Many boys AES: 
and girls are forced to drop out of school, losing their Ses ann a piers 
hopes, wasting their God-given potential and having their res'sucents + Maar 
i sorship contribution of $___ 
dreams turned into nightmares. Eons 2 baa 4 
OPlease send me more information 

As Armenians and Christians, we cannot turn our back Cll eannot become a sponsor right now, but [ enclose a special 
and deny our help to these youngsters in their hour of contribution of $_____ underprivileged children. 
critical need. Our Christian faith and our sense of Arme- 
nian solidarity should compel us to reach out to them NAME 
in love. ADDRESS 
THE NEED IS URGENT! PLEASE SHOW YOUR ene eee 
LOVE BY SPONSORING A NEEDY CHILD IN 
LEBANON All gifts are fully tax deductible. Make checks payable to the 

i Armenian Missionary Association of America, Inc , and mail 

j to: AMAA; 140 Forest Avenue, Paramus, New Jersey 07652 

A sponsorship contribution of $100 a year will enable 


a high school student to attend school regularly, while 
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